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About this book

Forgoing traditional Christmas and New 
Year's activities, the Rasnow-Ornelas 
clan embarked on adventure to discover 
ancient Mayan history and current life in 
the Mexican states of Campeche, 
Yucatan, and Quintana Roo. 

From 18 Dec 2007-7 Jan 2008, we 
drove 2400 km, biked, hiked, climbed, 
kayaked, jumped, and swam, first west, 
then south, east, and finally north across 
the Yucatan peninsula, learning and 
having fun along the way! 
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Adventures in the Yucatan Peninsula

1500 years ago the Maya were the world's greatest civilization. Their population was 10-100 
million, with the highest population of any city in the world. Their pyramids were the tallest 
manmade structures until the 1800's. Their civilization flourished for over 500 years. But 
January 18, 909 is the last recorded date of Mayan history, and in the next 100 years their 
population plunged and the survivors scattered. In the following 1000 years, their decendents, 
Spaniard invaders, and more modern looters, along with entropy and the cold hand of time, 
erased much of the history of this civilization. Here are some pictures of Mayan stones that 
survived. Sadly, the pictures capture a tiny fraction of the grandeur and scale of these historical 
sites.
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Izamal has a huge pyramid and immense convent, that played a key role in the historical decipherment of the 
Mayan code. 







We enjoyed the gardens of Hotel Macanché, and the night lights and holiday festivities in the town. 





Chichén Itzá. The great pyramid is a calendar made of stone. Over 1,300 ball courts (lower left) have been 
identified in Mesoamerica (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mesoamerican_ballgame).







Move views of the famous observatory and Uxmal (next).















Ticul, Hopelchen, and the journey to Lultún caves.





10,000 year old paintings.







The impressive city of Labná is hardly a blip on modern maps.









Little visited Hormiguero and Sayil (left), on our way to the great city of Calakmul (above).















The next day we rode bikes to the nearly lost city of Nadzkaan. 





More sights at the entrance to Calakmul reserve, Becan (right), and Xpujil. 









Kohunlich











Kinichná







Lake Bacalar, swimming at last!  





Daniel the manatee, Laguna Guerrero. 







Chocchoben, a recently excavated site, and Muyil, an access to Sian Ka'an Reserve.







Playa Tulum and a nearby cenote (left).



Xel-Há and Cobá
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